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ACS Open Access
Open access is one of core elements of open science, making research article 
openly and freely available to anyone who seeks to access, read, and build 
upon them. This is typically facilitated by article publishing fees, which is most 
cases are paid by an author research grant, a research fund, or through an 
read and publish agreement.

Open access research articles published in ACS journals are subject to the 
same rigorous peer review and high publishing standard as all our content.

There are two common paths to make your article available in open access: 
the “gold” and “green” routes

Helping researchers 
increase transparency, 
expand access, and broaden 
the range of research 
outputs



ACS Investment in, and Commitment to, 
Open Access

• Launch 16 fully open access journals

• Extensive hybrid journals program

• Option to publish OA in all 60+ transformative journals

• Investment in workflows to support OA publishing

• Actively working towards read and publish agreements 
with consortia partners worldwide



ACS “Open” Story
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ACS “Open” Story

Over a decade of supporting open 
science

From the opening of selected journal archives 
more than decade ago, ACS has a long history 
of championing open science.

Discover some of the selected highlights from 
the last 10 years below.



ACS Supports Open 
Science
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ACS Supports Open Science
16 fully open access 
journals covering every 
area of chemistry
Authors can publish open 
access in all 85+ ACS 
journals
ACS Journal Finder tool 
helps researchers ensure 
funder OA requirement 
compliance
Other ACS initiatives that 
support OA include 
ChemRxiv, R&P 
Agreement, and 
SciMeetings.
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Publish OA through R&P is an option

Help to speed the transition to open 
science
Simple, streamlined process for authors to 
publish open access and meet funder 
mandates
Institutions maintain access to ACS journal 
content
More than 1037 agreements signed in 37 
countries, with more coming



‘Read’: Full Access to ACS journals

• Full reading access to all 60+ hybrid journals

• ACS also publishes 16 fully open access journals that 
are completely free to read

• Highlights include:
• JACS (2 Year IF 2022: 15.0)
• ACS Central Science (18.2)
• Environmental Science & Technology (11.4)
• ES&T Letters (10.9)
• ACS Materials Letters (11.4)



‘Publish’: the OA Workflow
Article accepted

Author affiliations identified

Author auto-opted into 
open access

Paper is published OA

Paper published as 
subscription access

Author chooses not to 
publish under their R+P 

Agreement

Author asked to confirm

Author confirms OA

• Authors prompted to make use of 
your read and publish agreement

• Corresponding author simply needs 
to confirm they wish to publish OA 
under the agreement

• No administration required

• OA articles deposited in PubMed 
Central and Europe PMC



Growth in Read and Publish Agreements

Countries

Institutions

412
319

125
7

18
27

2019

2020
2021 608

28

2023

1,037

35

2022
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Strive for 
compliance 
to OA for 
Innovation & 
Research 
Impact

TECHNOLOGY

STANDARDS

PUBLISHER

FUNDER

LIBRARY

AUTHOR

§ Authors need simple and intuitive processes to 
increase OA participation

§ Institutions need systems to easily view and 
manage transformative implementations

§ Institutions & funders need data to evaluate output 
and compliance

§ Standards are evolving to manage common data 
elements, such as institutional and author identity

Technology & System 
Enhancements are Necessary 
to Deliver OA to Scale



ACS supports OA for Innovation & Research 
Impact
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16 fully open access journals 
covering every area of 
chemistry
Authors can publish open 
access in all 85+ ACS journals

ACS Journal Finder tool helps 
researchers ensure funder OA 
requirement compliance
Other ACS initiatives that 
support OA include ChemRxiv, 
R&P Agreement, and 
SciMeetings.
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